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Sir William H. Wfflcoac
shows that the kidneys must have been damaged by the poison.
Looking at the symptoms which occurred in August, 192Q, and the
symptoms which occurred in February, 1921, I find a similarity
between them on a great many points. The diarrhoea is not
described as occurring in August, 1921, and it occurred in the
later illness, the last illness. Of course, the vomiting was more
marked in the last illness. In August, 1920, and February, 1921,
I find from the symptoms evidence of arsenic being taken over a
period of some days. With regard to Mrs. Armstrong's illness
in February, 1921, and the condition in which the organs of the
body were found, I should expect her condition during the last
two or three days of her life to be one of extreme weakness.
Having in view that she had peripheral neuritis on the llth, and
then these acute symptoms afterwards, she must have been prac-
tically paralysed the last few days. I heard it stated that she
had difficulty in co-ordinating the movement of her fingers at an
early stage. That would increase up to the time of her death.
I know that the certificate which Dr. Hincks gave was heart disease
for twelve months, nephritis or kidney trouble for six months,
and gastritis for twenty-one days. There is a sequence between
those three causes of death. By that I moan, assuming that this
illness was due to natural causes, that would be the only explana-
tion one could give on the ground that it was natural causes. Dr.
Hincks attributed the heart disease as primary, ancl the kidney
and neph'ritis as secondary to that, "because the nephritis cleared
up. If it had not cleared up he would probably have put it the
other way round. Gastritis was the name given for the vomiting
during the last two days. If the heart is nob working properly
the kidneys become congested, and then you got albumen in the
urine. With my knowledge of the case I would not be satisfied
to attribute the heart trouble, the murmur in the heart, and so
on, and the dilatation of the heart, to rheumatism. There is no
doubt in this case those symptoms were not due to natural causes,
but were due to arsenical poisoning.
At some time of the case it was suggested, or at least indi-
cated, that Mrs. Armstrong might possibly havo committed suicide,
Do you think that these doses or the taking of araonic over a con-
siderable period of time that you have told us of would be con-
sistent with suicide?—In suicide one would oxpoct a large dose to
be taken, or possibly two, but in this case there was obviously
taking of successive doses, a continued dosage, canning very pain-
ful symptoms and not in the least indicative of suicide, but rather
the contrary, putting it out of court.	*
By Mr. justice darling—You say many doses were taken over
a long time1?—Yes, there were some doses taken in the beginning of
February, 1921, and there must have been several doses taken from
16th February until 22nd February, in the last acute stage of
the illness.	r
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